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General notes on the Pipon family, 1730-1810,
THOMAS.of Jerscy 1i71ng in Dartmouth

1718 had a son lhonas baptised in nartnouth.
1726. another son Joseph Baptised at Dlrtnouth.?
s Acted as agent for John Lecouteur of Jersey importing
- Goeds into Dartmouth Maryllnd.3 This appears to have been

his main function.
1731,  Imported the following commodities 4
: (a) 'nrstbd hose from Jersey for Nicholas Patriarch

b)Y - Rice tron Sonth Carelina for a London Merchant,’
.(QﬁA Staves fron Maryland for George Lefeuvre of Jersey.6
(d)  Tebacco from Maryland on a Jersey ship for hxuselt.7
(e) exported Carolina rice to Ratterdan.g

N
,<E§j§}?c;<9

Commentary,  During the period 1700~1750 many Channel Island merchants
established agents in the port of Dartmouth. The reason lay in the
provisions of the Navigation Acts which laid down that all ships
clearing‘fgr thc Colqnies hadrtovéggar from Fn;lish ports, and that
vessels coming to Europe from the colohies withronunerated commodities
must enter at an English port. The Channel Island, umntil the 1760s
were not regarded as "English ports" within the meaning of the Acts

and hence their vessels had to touch at an English port on their
colonial voyages. Dartmouth was ene of the most important of these.

As you will see below, the Robin family also had one of its number

residing in Dartmouth during this era.
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. Dartnouth, St Saviours Parish Register 1718,

s P Ext® P.R.0.. B 190, mar 21.Bartmouth 1719-1720,
4. P.,ROO.,. E 190. ~  jan 1731 Dartmouth 1730-1731,
Se ibi jan 1731 '

6e ‘ibid jum 1731

ibid Aug 1731

8 ibid  Aug 1731,

THQ!&SQt!o)

1730, Commander of the Thomas of Jersey 40 tons and 6 men,
“a "gack" or cargo vessel in the Newfoundland tradee 9\“

Nove Jersey to Newfoundland and the Hediterranean.
1731 Oct  news Leghorn from Newfoundland,>
1732 ©. Feb.. . Jersey to Ngytopndland.and Spaino AN
] cb . ‘nt . e i : 5

This man was probably a cousin or Nephew of Thomas (one),
A "gack" tasacl wvas defined as one which traded to Newfoundland but

was not directly xnvolvod in the fishery. Instead it tﬁgicntrated

on. takinglout snpplies and carrying the fish to market," Tho name
of the vessel lnggosta that she was owned by hi-.A The Pipon fanilw

already had a long insolvelent in the Newfoundland fishery, since his
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I ®M6hsr or Grandfather h ad commanded a fishing ship the Philip

e,

(g.

"JOSEPH

L
. in a voyage at Trinity,BErinity Bay Newfoundland in 1700-3. ;

They disappear from Newfoundland records until the 1770s

but may well have maintained a slight connection pephaps as

" junior parfaergvyifh some other Jersey concern,

Footnotes oK,

adm 7/78, Nov 1730, -

Weekly Register, Octoﬁer 1731.

adm '7/78 Feh 1732, | ot

See K Mattheys "The West of England-Newfqundlald fishery"
(D.Phil thesis) Oxford University, 1968)’1@

CeD. 194!2 Census of Newfoundland 1700, * 25 2

HOMASSthreg!* 17708-1883,.

see discussion under JAMES(below),

e
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' 1741 Jan comnanderof the "London 180 tons 3%( men 14 guns of

London, Portsnouth to Eibralter. ,
25 Feb Cork to Gibralter*,,r

1742 Sep.. London to Rxhax Barbaio;. _Captain described as
‘b ne L
of jorsey -

Comnanterx

Although this vessel owas of Londonl she was probably
owned by Jersey men for Just as Dartnouth was used to overcome
the problems of the Navigation Acts, many Guernsey and Jersey
nerchants were either loving to, or na1ntain1ng agentsvin, London
;here prolitity to tho varxons _government and commercial bodies
was of extreme xalu. in overseas trade. .. This man was quite
Possibly the son of Thomas(one) above, The mize of her crew

and armament suggeqts‘she was registered as a Letter of Marqueg,
for the war against Spaing

Footnotes

Lloyds List 7 Jan 1741,
e Lloyds List Mar 1741

1.3« adm 7/8® Sep 1742,

JEAN PIPON(one))

1734, commander of the Jersey 80 tons 8 men, l sack shin in the

Nowfoundland trade. voyage from Jersey to Newfoundland

~and Spain, 7

tes:
9 \1. Adm 7/80 Oct 1734,
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/ JEAN PIPON(twe) or Philip
f, e
’ 1788 Oct 2.  Sailed from Shippegan(chaleur) far market as commander

of the. "St Aubin",. on the night of the 4th was

| washed overboard with the mate and 2 others in a bad
storm,. The wssel was then wrecked near Cape Anguille.
two men managed to get ashore and were _vsaved.z\ “,1

Footnotes

T (R One of the great problems of using the records as they
pertain to Channel Island vessels and men, is that the
‘(english) recorders were often confused by the French

Speaking channel Islanders o This example is but one :
L of dozens. ‘ i
~2en O\ Gazette d'ile de Jersey Jan 1789,

JAMES PIPON
17&1’ ~ commander of the Seaflower 100 tons 10 men. Voyage from I
Darflnuth to kdeira.—i_ " j
1733 Oct“r.cmgnder of the Pearl of Jersey 80 tons 8 men. 2 }
At London voyage to Newfoundland and the Mediterranean.
1738 ‘Comnm of the gnedition 100 tons 10 men, voyage from
‘ Dartmouth to Newfoundlande g aa
1739 | Jule edition Dartmouth from Cadiz with fruit for
Catherin Holman, RB
1742 Jun w 100 tons 12 men and 6 guns,. Registered
At Dartmouth,. Voyage from London to Newfoundland? .
Oct 100 tons 12 men, At St Johns, Newfoundland. took
/4750 quintals of fish to oporto:'b a5 L
1743, may Exp ed1t10n voyage to Newfoundland. .;,7
1744 15 jan Exaggtgon gravesend from Oporto.
> ‘conander of the TYGRESS Privateerof jerseye |
toock the Vestal 30 tons 10 men to Partmouth(August) 4

laden with sugar and 1m11go:9 2@ 4 EA

e

also took a French vessel going from San dominge to
Rochelleae’, and captured a French-Newfoundland ,
"Banker" which she ransomed for L350,00d it 30 4
the Tygress this ¥SEESX was registered as being of 300 tons
200 men and carrying 20 guna“’:a 3
1747 . James of LONDON was the main owner of the "Matthew'"
Captain George Legros.*a. aan% he was constantly engaged [
in shipowing-usually in the South Carolina trade during ng

4

the 17508.(see details of shippwning below,) -33 %
commander of the Rowland 8 men voyage to Newfoundlande f

3'1

il i749 27 Dec, commander of the Pascal news Lisbon fron New {(oundland.-
17500 . dJun

Newfoundland from Jersqr. ‘.

Comnug‘
It is possible that we are dealing with two James' here. |
One who commanded the "cExpedition" and another who commanded the g —
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35 v
m . '._i{hat is certainly my impression. They may well have ‘
been fatf}g;r’ﬁéd son,, or again cousins, Note the continuing
.;;;;;;;1011 between Jersey and Dartmouth even to the extent of
registering and. opperating Channel Island ships out of the latter
porte I suspect. that James Pipon ewned the Expedition himself
given the pattern of his veyages and the fact that the port books

do not show him carrying-goads for any of the Dartmouth shipowners,.

The trade carried on by James Pipon(of London) during the late 1740s
and 1750s was typical of the channel‘ islandv during this era, The
Lisbon, Mediterrenean, West Indian and Carolina trades were as
ilportan::if‘not more sof thamxthéde trade to Newfoundl#nd &

\ July 1739,

o feetn ot bt Johnh Youtouss

Lloyds L:lst Jan 1744,

lb ¥  Weekly Register, Nov 1731,

d\a., Adm 7/78, Oct 1733

QRSs.  Adm 7/82 1738,

43&. PRO E 190, dJuly 1739,

aUSs adm 7/84, Jun 1742

as®s CO 194/24, List of vessels at St Johns, Newfoundland 1742,
ab7s  Adm 74366 "Register of Protections' 1643, ‘
278+ Lloyds List Jan 1744,

_,}: HoColo 304775,

ay#6; Lloyds List Aug 1744

30+t Lloyds: List Aug 1744,

3l42; Adm 7/367 1744 april,

3343 adm 7/84 Jun 1747,

33445 Adm 7/371, Map 1748,

3#5: Lloyds List Jan 1750

3_;1.6.. Lloyds List Jun 1750,

THE FIRM OF PIPON AND C01770s onwardﬁa:.
M

This firm colprised two men Thomas and James who were either

brothers or Father and sone. It is these men whom Saunders probably

wrote of when he talked of tho firm of “"Robin, Pipon and Co',

‘4

“This man was probably a cousin or zegih:v ;:'ﬁ:::: ai:ng‘);:
fined as one which trade o
A 'M tosl‘l was de

3 d
was not directly invelved in the fishery. Instead it c centrate

on t@kin@ %t sm].,;es and ear;yin‘ the fish to -a;-ket. Th. name
of the vessel suggests that th vl.s owned by hi-.

o

already had a long iuvolvonen__t .in the Newfoundland fishory,,

Th. l?i.pon fam.}a'

since his
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We have seen that James Pipon during the 1750s was a shipowner 3527

trading to almost everywhere in the North Atlantic except Newfound}and:*~

However in 1767 according tb Saunders the firm of "robin and Pippmn"
oppened xxixx up the f.ishery at Gaspc? 38110 records that in 1768
two of their vq;sel were seized at Chaleur for breaches of the
Navigations Act;..— ﬁ However I am unsure of this for I can find
no independent comroboration in any original documents, Indeed I
am not even sure that the company(as such) of Robin and co was
tyaisd trading to Canada at this dat‘?u'o What is certain is

that by 1770 the firm of "Pipon and Company", which as far as

I can see had no connection with that of "robin and Co" was
carrying on a fighery at Port de Grace, Goyception Bay, Newfoundland
where they had an agent Jean Halon.'ﬂ They oynéd 3 orr 4 vessels
which traded to Newfoundland rather than Canada, but around this
time, mxxpmmmikty certainly by 1778 they were in at least a
ship-owning partnership withxkkm three membersof the Robin

Family, and ﬂqsans'Philip Degruchy and Jobp Fiott, jerseymen

now domiciled in Eondon:xéxl;mhis “sdcietiﬂﬂtpqded.vqry extensively .
to Cape Breton and Chaleur Bay, but the senior partners were
probably Fiot and Pegruchy , who had much greater mercantile

trade than either the Pipon or the Robin Families. Indeed

I imagine that itswas the firm of Fiott and Gm(vfikot and Degruchy)
who acutally commanded the channel islands fishery‘at Gasje and
Chaleur, Ruwkk the first Robin's went to GAspe on behalf of
Rioé&dAB’ To make matters even more confusing, 251.1778 although
Fiot and Degruchy were in partnership with Robin and Pipon,’they
were also large and independent fishing merchants on their own

account and they traded to the same regions of theSt Lawrence gulf.

3 - —

ey

: E X e «E vl % 5
e “fhis man was probably a cousin or Nephew of Thomas (one)s
A ”Qﬂ@k? vosa‘l was defined as one which traded to Nevfoundland but

was not directly jnvelved in the fishery. Instead it c 3 centrated

ou tatig; qut -ngglies and carzying the fish to markete' The name
of the vn:;ol -gggssts that she was ovned by hin,. Tho Eipon family

already had a long invelvement in the Newfoundland fishery, since his
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,5: Thus thepﬁiﬁﬁﬁiit of "robin, Pipon and Company" traded together
on that account, but‘separately and at times one supposes, competatively
on others, This ig confusing, and without the existence of up till
Dow unknown private business papers it is impessible to clear up
Successfully, We do know however that the Jersey merchants were
very prone to organising their fishery by means of "societies!

with multgpie and cross~fertilised Partnerships,

Vessels owned

By Messrs “iPON AND CO (Thomas and James: Pipon),

: 1  George Brig. 110 tons 11 men, Built Philedelphia 1889,
; In the Newfoundlang trade, £3¥ & UM
| 32  Mary Brig. 70 tons o men, Built dmerica 1763,
_ in the Newfoundland ‘trade.’ gl 4L
l _ 3e "Bennett" Letter of Marque 80 tons 30 men 4 gunsf‘1* 4;7
’ 8 42
4e Dolphin Lettgnof Marque 70 tons 40 men 6-3 pdr cannon,

Retaliation ship 160 tons 12 men (1784) %

i ) < )
| THOMAS PIPO
| WITH the Pi‘qn Famil

. Phili Degruchy and John Fiot

1, Beq5zoo tons(30n;en., Lettet'of Marque in the Canadian
it l‘!§1P7 .

fishery,.

WITH James: Amice Lem riere and Philip Robin

l.. Mars 170 tons 60 men 12-4 pdr cannon . letter of Harque§:15?

WITH the Robih‘Fanilxz <

1.  Sprightly 70 tons 70 men 8«3 pdr,.. letter of l'larqu.le.i'6

¥ g0

After 1784 information on Thomas Robin, and the firm of
"Pipon and Company" ¢eases. Probably Thomas Robin died and
James w&nt'intevpartn-aship with someone else, or retired,

In 1804 a !bo-as-Pipon&qnitevponsibly,sonewof the above) was

» "
captain of the warship HMS KITEE&' " During the American Revolutionary

var James while remaining in pPartoership with Thomas and the other

merchants alse engaged ia~.¢panatgprivatoening accounts of him own,
the details are as follows,

. RIF s

-_— T pmruay Uepenaent upon the

firm of Fiot ang

: i £ Thomas (one)s
oy ; bably a cousin or Hephcv o ‘ %

sack" 1:::x-::-'::f§::h 36 tun whick toaded ¥4 Howieundland e
A Yasck yessel Y

it concentrated
the fishery. Instead

t directly invelved in

was not i -

B i the fish to l%rkefs, i g
taking eut supplies and carrying the f: S

om taking B -ggkzi‘ that she was owned by him, The Pipon family

of the vessel suggests that she w A ’
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f 1778-1782, with ancis Janvrin of Jerse ’l&
ff 7 1. Owned Aeolus 160 tons 60 men 12-4 pdr)h:ﬁérpjof Marque,
, 2 Eagle 30 tons 24 men 2=2 pdr cannon, Sd

4 After the Americanm war details of &angsaPipon become obscure
although he obviously continned as a figure of some social
7/ standing in Jersgy. In 1787 James(referred Egﬁas JACQUES)

was a member of the Jersey Chamber of Tradeii‘; But he then disappears
from the‘records. However in the late 1790s he or more Probably

a son dJames was: in partnership with John Fiott and Company whe

traded to Gaspe, Chaleur ang Cape Breton, but that firm became

a4, 50
‘insorvent in 1797, =
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vessel, B o $9

!!..g;c:qf Townsend 71 tons 40 men 8-4 pdr cannon, She

]
| was in exiktence unti1‘1805:33“51?

| Soon after that date James Pipon must have retired mw
j died, mx become insolvent, or moved out of shipping for he

hNever appears again amongst the Channel Island‘t'nerchants, 5“?

although one Charles Pipen commanded a packet ship in 1815,

Commentary /|

It can be readily seen that the affairs of Pipon and

Company are confusing, especially in their relationship with.

AL

other Jersey merchants of the era, Their existence of a

e TIPREI

separate fir-:vas,during the early 1770s and then they traded %;

not to Canada but to Conception Bay Newfoundland, Their
Canadian connection Seems to have been as junior partners
to the Robin family who in turn at that time may have been

partly dependent upon the firm of Fiot.and.n.gruchy. |
¥ =00 I g — - e e e
e - 3« 3
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S i Nephew of Thomas (one),
: "This man was probably a cousin or . ,

A "sack' "ml - ¥AR. N0LLES .

} :t;kiﬁfioyf supplies and carrying the fish to markete” The name
o‘_ § e R ; i G B

A e _that sh,ﬁ was owlged hy 2P S
of the vessel suggests th: .2

.
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Y James Pipo i
3% 5, Saunders op eit, ot o the prons
31 t ibid, ;
Ha S, See my report on the Robi
obin famil
alns.. Account book of Willjam Tucker og.ﬁort de G
4&“11‘ th: dsu;;sion of Br K Matthews Memorial Unive::(i:: it Transci-jgt
/317, "Bee! Jan 1778 a Adm: ks
‘% 3: fim My report on the Robin f::ﬂ;: WP Nare 1778
-loyd
Ig“_‘a‘ Ibiz.& Regi.stexr; 1778, (Messrs thomas ang Jameg)

4ttty  gca 26/72 apr 177g,

A3« adm 7/317 ayg 1778,

'y ‘Lloyds Register 1784,

" o HCA 26/62 Feb 1778,

SP46,.  Adm 77317 Sep 1778,

$136, ADM 1/471, Ligt of the -hemeboungd convoy from St Johng

Newfoundland Noy 1778, and HCaA 26/36 feb 1778,

g ;;-: HCA 30/77 12 g1 1803,
(1S3 185 o CA 26/62
Y1  Adm 7/318 Mar 1783, gt
3 203 Gazette D'I7e de Jersey Map 1787
\ 2t Letter Book of N e
eéwman,, Hunt and ¢o mar 1797, Letter book of

Robert Newman and Ce Ju
n 1797,.
HCA 26/74 apy 1798, :
See detailg of her in attached shipping lists,

57 445 BT 162/#;.. 1815,
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1732 . W‘B"’**M“\\—V i
2 - .

& ¢

Commentarye . |
This man was probably a cousin or Nephew of Thomas (one)e

i i j Newfoundland but
A "gack" vessel was defined as one which traded to New

was not directly invelved in the fishery. Instead it co:§:entrated

T
on taking out supplies and carrying the fish to market. ho nale.
oi the vonul suggests that she was owned by hime The Pipon family
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